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EU pro-nuke club explores small
modular reactors with US
assistance

On 1 April, Czech state-owned energy giant ČEZ announced that it had set aside a particular area

where the �rst small modular reactor (SMR) could be built. The company has already signed

cooperation agreements with several companies like the US NuScale and GE Hitachi.

[Shutterstock/Montypeter]

Pro-nuclear EU countries are now �irting with building US-tech-dominant small modular reactors as

large nuclear reactors, which cost billions, take decades to build, and cannot e�ectively replace

Russian energy imports.
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On 1 April, Czech state-owned energy giant ČEZ announced that it had set aside a particular area

where the �rst small modular reactor (SMR) could be built. The company has already signed

cooperation agreements with several companies like the US NuScale and GE Hitachi.

The south Bohemian region where the �rst Czech SMR could be located welcomed the initiative.

“I have been trying to convince the US companies to come here for several months now because the

conditions are ideal for nuclear energy,” said the regional leader Martin Kuba (ODS, ECR) in an

interview for Seznam Zprávy.

“Just as today we �nd it normal that many towns have their own thermal power plant or a smaller

coal-�red power plant, one day it will be normal that every region will have its own small nuclear

source,” he added.

SMRs have an advantage as the vast majority of the plant can be mass-produced in factories. This

would signi�cantly reduce the risk of delays and the initial cost of nuclear projects. They can also

grant more �exibility to the grid compared to solar or wind.

But SMRs have to go through the same assessment process as conventional high-power reactors.

Another disadvantage is the price of operation, which is currently higher compared to large reactors.

However, Czechia is not the only country mulling SMRs.

Slovakia is also interested in technology, Karol Galek, Slovakia’s state secretary of the economy

ministry responsible for energy, has said. Galek expects discussions to go forward this year with the

French and Czech presidency.

Some other voices are also pushing for the technology, but no governmental plan is on the table. One

of those voices is JAVYS, a state company responsible for the decommissioning of old nuclear power

stations and handling nuclear waste.

Its director, Pavol Štuller, said small modular reactors are the future of nuclear technology, and

Slovakia needs to be ready to jump on the train.

While the US is the leading country in SMR technology, French President Emmanuel Macron

announced a €1 billion investment into its research and development in October 2021. He also said it

is the “priority number one of French industry”.

Poland and Romania are also interested in the technology, and both are currently cooperating with

US companies.

Another country willing to invest in SMR is Estonia which has already signed an agreement with the

US to cooperate on a capacity-building programme dedicated to SMR infrastructure.
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